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OUR VISION 

Saint Macartin’s – At the heart of the Community 
Strengthening Commitment, Outreach, Worship and Christian Love  

All good gifts around us 

Are sent from heaven above, 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 

For all His love. (Hymn 47) 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 

The Harvest Season is a time for gratitude, reflec-
tion, and action, rooted in both tradition and a spiritu-
al call to service. It serves as a reminder of God’s 
goodness and the abundance He provides, while al-
so urging us to recognize our responsibilities toward 
those in need. 

At its core, the festival is fundamentally about thanking God for His generosi-
ty. It’s crucial to acknowledge the blessings we receive, including the food 
that nourishes our bodies and the resources that sustain our lives. Initiated by 
Rev Robert Hawker in Cornwall in 1843, the Harvest Festival has evolved in-
to a significant part of the church calendar, symbolizing a collective thankful-
ness and community involvement. 

The agricultural cycle—ploughing, sowing, and reaping—illustrates God’s on-
going provision. Even in a modern context where food is readily available, we 
must remember our dependence on farmers. A poor harvest in one region 
can have far-reaching effects globally, emphasizing our interconnectedness. 
The Biblical promise from Genesis reminds us that seedtime and harvest will 
not cease, instilling hope and resilience. 

The festival also emphasizes the importance of sharing resources. St Mac-
artin’s Cathedral Harvest Appeal aims to collect funds for our Cathedral to al-
low us to work and witness in this community and also food donations for En-
niskillen Food Bank. This reinforcing the need to support those who struggle 
to meet their basic needs. 
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Our immediate surroundings—homes, families, neighbours—are our mis-
sion fields. The challenge for churches today lies in effectively communi-
cating the Gospel in ways that resonate with contemporary society. Demon-
strating our faith through actions is vital. How we engage with others can re-
flect our commitment to living out our Christian Faith. 

This season invites us to enjoy and appreciate God’s gifts, but true thanks-
giving requires action. At this Harvest may we take time to reflect and to en-
joy all that God has given us, but Harvest Thanksgiving means nothing until 
you give back to God the gratitude due to Him. We need to offer thanks by 
praying to Him, giving your time, talents, abilities, possessions, opportuni-
ties and most importantly your presence in His Church. We need to commit 
ourselves to be His faithful disciples, and never take God for granted. 

Please make every attempt possible to attend our Harvest Thanksgiving 
Services on Sunday 11

th
 October. 

All good gifts around us 

Are sent from heaven above, 

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 

For all His love. 
 

Yours very sincerely,     

         

       

 

 

Kenneth R J Hall, Rector and Dean 

Supper at Six 
‘Supper at Six’ is a monthly meal in the Cathedral Hall, 

which is open for all. You are welcome to make an 

anonymous voluntary contribution, but are under no 

obligation to do so. To book your place for the next 

meal on Thursday 29th October, please fill in the slip 

on the information flyer available in this Cathedral 

News and return it by 22nd October. Places will be al-

located on a first come, first served basis. 
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Donations in Lieu of Flowers 

The Church can benefit greatly from 

donations made in lieu of flowers at 

the time of a death or the anniver-

sary of a death.  Please keep this in 

mind, and we acknowledge with 

grateful thanks all who have contrib-

uted in this way in the past.  

Parochial Registers 
Holy Baptism 
22nd August -  Harley Alistair McGowan 
 
     Theo Valentine McGowan 
 
5th September-   Annie Cara Skuce 
 

“Go make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of  
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew 28: 19 

 
Marriage 
18th September - Andrew John Trimble and 
     Catherine Jane Robinson. 
 

“Unless the Lord builds the house,  

those who labour build in vain”  Psalm 127: 1 

 
Deaths 
2nd September -  Kathleen Doreen Gibson,  
     73 Derrin Road, Enniskillen. 
 
18th September - Josephine Patricia McClelland, 
     Burnside Park, Enniskillen. 
    
 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn,  
for they shall be comforted.”  Matthew 5: 4  
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Parish Donations 

Fabric Fund    
£100  Donation from the McGowan family. 
 

£100 Donation from Rev Canon David Skuce. 
 

£50  Donation from Mr Michael Skuce. 
 

£1,000 Donation from Mr John Trimble. 
 

Flower Fund 
£300  Donation from Jennifer Cochrane in memory of Dorothy (Dot)  
  Abraham on the 10th Anniversary of her death (29th September). 
 

Bells Fund 
£100 Donation in memory of Stewart H Scott (27th September). 
  From his wife Joyce. 

Each year a great deal of work and effort is invested in decorating the cathe-

dral so beautifully and colourfully for the Harvest Thanksgiving and yet these 

decorations are only seen briefly by those attending the services. The Cathe-

dral is open daily for visitors, so please invite others - family members, 

neighbours and friends to come along and view the Harvest decorations.  

Everyone is welcome to visit and to attend any of the services. 

Harvest at the Cathedral 
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Our annual Harvest Thanksgiving, in which we give thanks to God for 

his generous provision, will be held on Sunday 11th October at the 

usual time of 11.00am. The special guest preacher at this service will 

be The Rev Jack Kinkead, Rector of Wicklow and Killiskey. 

At 7.00pm on the same day, we will have another opportunity to thank 

God for his promise that “as long as 

the earth endures, seedtime and har-

vest, cold and heat, summer and win-

ter, day and night shall not cease.” 

Much like the annual Festival of Les-

sons and Carols for Christmas, this 

service will give us an opportunity to 

reflect on inspiring hymns and read-

ings but with a Harvest theme. Re-

freshments, as well as apple tarts 

with fresh cream, will be served in the 

Cathedral Hall following the service. 

All are warmly welcome to attend 

both services. 

Harvest Appeal 2026 

Jesus said ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the 

labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of 

the harvest to send out labourers into his 

harvest.’ (Luke 10:2) In Christian service 

there is no resting; God has work enough 

for everyone. Don’t just sit back and watch 

others work—look for ways to help. Help 

practically, prayerfully and financially. 

 Harvest Time is an opportunity to pause and think of all the good things 

God provides for us in our daily living. Many things that are readily at 

our hands are taken for granted in this day and age,  

Harvest Thanksgiving Services 



Enniskillen Food Bank 
We want to make sure 

that no one in our local 

community goes hungry, 

but we need your help 

to make this happen.  

This year, we have al-

ready seen a major in-

crease in need. The 

foodbank relies on the 

support of the local 

community for food do-

nations, and this is 

where you can help:  

Might you consider donating food to the foodbank?  

You can bring along food items - Tinned meat and fish, Tinned vegeta-

bles and fruit, Tinned/packet soup, Pasta and rice, Cooking sauces, 

Breakfast cereals, UHT milk, Long-life fruit juice or squash, Instant coffee 

and tea, Biscuits, Jam and peanut butter, Tinned custard or rice pudding 

Toiletries such as toothpaste, shampoo and shower gel (for men and 

women) – to any of our Harvest Thanksgiving Services. Your gift of food 

can make a real difference. 
 

‘FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER’ –  

 2 Corinthians 9: 7 
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Harvest Appeal 2026 

without a thought given to the provider, not to mention the number of 

things we accumulate or waste.  

Here is an opportunity to give thanks to God in appreciation of his 

goodness to you. You will find enclosed with 

this Cathedral News a Harvest Appeal enve-

lope. Please contribute what you can and 

bring it to church, as you make that extra ef-

fort to come to God’s House to give thanks. 

SAINT MACARTIN’S CATHEDRAL 

Harvest Offering 
 

 
 
 

Sunday 11th October 2026  
at 9.00am, 11.00am and 7.00pm 

 

 
Name ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Freewill Offering Number ………………………………………………………. 
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Recognition for the Dean and Monsignor Peter O’Reilly 

The Dean expresses his heartfelt gratitude, to all who extended their congrat-

ulations and good wishes to him, after being named in the King's Birthday 

Honours List, for the honour of Officer of the Order of the British Empire 

(OBE), for Services to Reconciliation and Peace Building in Enniskillen and 

County Fermanagh, along with Monsignor Peter O'Reilly OBE. 

The Dean said 'This award symbolizes not just our individual efforts but the 

collective dedication of many individuals and groups who strive for unity and 

harmony in our community. It is a privilege to serve in this role and to contrib-

ute to fostering understanding and cooperation among diverse communities. 

Your support means a great deal to us, and we are encouraged to continue 

working towards the ideals of peace and reconciliation.' The Investiture for 

the Dean and the Monsignor will take place on the same day, Wednesday 

28th October 2026 at Windsor Castle.   

Photograph taken at  
Hillsborough Castle on 

Charles III’s first visit to 
Northern Ireland as King. 
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Coming Soon to Saint Macartin’s Cathedral  

All Things Bright and Beautiful 
As Curate Assistant at Limerick 
City Parish, I have been delighted 
to see how this simple craft pro-
ject has brought people together 
through creativity, conversation 
and friendship. 
Inspired by the familiar hymn All 
Things Bright and Beautiful, the 
project began with parishioners 
creating individual knitted squares 
and grew to include people from 
the wider Limerick community, 
England, Germany and beyond. 
Each square brings its own col-
ours, patterns, skills and story. To-
gether, they have been stitched 
into a memory blanket. 
There is something beautifully fit-

ting about this. Each square is complete in itself yet becomes something greater 
when joined to the others. No two pieces need to be alike to belong together. In 
the same way, our communities are made richer by the different gifts, experienc-
es and stories that each person brings. 
The Bible often speaks of God's people as being joined and built together. Saint 
Paul reminds us that, like a body, we are many different members, each with a 
part to play. We are not called to be identical, but to belong to one another. 
This blanket is a small and tangible expression of that truth. It brings together 
contributions from across our three places of worship: Saint Mary’s Cathedral, 
Saint Michael’s Church, Pery Square, and Abington Church, Murroe. It also re-
flects our desire to be a parish that belongs within, and alongside, the wider 
community. 
All Things Bright and Beautiful encourages us to notice the beauty around us. 
This project reminds us that beauty is also found in people: in their creativity, 
generosity, friendship and willingness to take part. 
Individually, the squares are small. Together, they tell a much bigger story: of 
community, connection and the beauty of making something together. 
I look forward to sharing the fruits of this craft project with my home cathedral in 
the coming weeks. The craft project is scheduled to visit cathedrals throughout 
Ireland, including Armagh and Dublin. 
 

Warm regards, The Rev’d Scott E. Elliott Curate Assistant 
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Psalm 29 

Service of Holy Communion (30 minutes): 

We are encouraging parishioners  who 

may be in Enniskillen shopping on Thurs-

day mornings to drop in for this short ser-

vice – a mid-week pause and praise with 

God! 

Thursdays at 11.00am 

Psalm 29 begins with the psalmist encouraging the 

‘powers of heaven’ to praise the Lord and then moves 

to ‘the voice of the Lord…upon the waters.’ This re-

minds us of God as Creator, his voice commanding 

creation, a voice which is compared to thunder, 

‘mighty’ and ‘glorious.’ In fact the word ‘voice’ appears seven times in 

this short psalm. The power of God’s voice is depicted in poetic and 

striking imagery such as ‘the voice of the Lord makes the oak trees 

writhe’ and the psalmist uses parallel lines; ‘the voice of the Lord breaks 

the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon’ to drive this 

point home. After stressing the majesty and awe of God’s voice the 

psalm ends with him 

‘strengthening’ the faithful and giv-

ing ‘his people the blessing of 

peace.’ This final sentiment is in 

some ways unexpected, how are 

we to gain peace from God’s 

voice? Perhaps in the comfort of its 

power but I think it goes further: 

God is always in conversation with 

his people and knows us individual-

ly, valuing what we have to say 

through prayer. The voice ‘that 

shakes the wilderness’ stills for us, 



Do you have a Prayer book in your home? If not 
you should have! We are a Prayer Book church 
and the Prayer Book should not just be on those 
shelves at the back of the church for use on 
Sunday, but there should be a copy of a Prayer 
Book in every home. Everything in it is biblically 
based and it is a vital tool to everyday living, for 
daily prayer, and for nourishment and for enrich-
ing our daily walk with God. As you leaf through 
the Prayer Book you will find services and pray-
ers for daily use, and for every situation and 
worry in life. It is a marvellous resource so use 
it. Copies are available from the Cathedral Of-
fice for £20.00 and would make an ideal gift! 

Prayer Books 

A number of St Macartin’s 400 Years of Parish History by Samuel B Morrow 
are still available at the launch price of £20.00.  These would make ideal gifts 
for family members and friends, especially those who were baptised, con-
firmed or married in the Cathedral, and for those who have had relatives bur-
ied from the cathedral. Copies are available from the Parish Office, the Dean-
ery or from the Churchwardens.  

400th Anniversary Year - Cathedral History Book 
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Crossword 

Across 
1 ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high 
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3 They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9 ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, an 
Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
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Crossword 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 

Down 
1 Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2 ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’ (Psalm 
119:32) (3,2) 
4 ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20) 
(9,4) 
5 ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6 The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 
7 Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8 He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this (Revelation 
21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 

Parish Visitations 
The Clergy and the Diocesan Pastoral Assistant are continually making visits 

around the parish, but these are often prioritised by sickness and bereavement 

calls. As we have now well over 600 families emergency calls are quite numer-

ous. Sometimes we are not in the right place at the right time and that is where 

you can help. If for some reason you are ill, 

have been ill or bereaved, please let us 

know by contacting the Cathedral Office 

and someone will call with you. No contact 

may well result in no visit through no fault of 

the clergy! If you or a member of your family 

is in hospital please inform us otherwise we 

may not know. Help us to help you!  
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Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Messy Church 
Messy Church is held on the third Thursday 

of each month from 4.00-6.00pm and begins 

on 15th October. Future dates are 19th No-

vember and 17th December. Messy Church 

is open to children of primary school age or 

younger, their parents and guardians.  Now 

that we’re in a new school year, we are look-

ing forward to meeting new friends!  So even 

if you’ve never been before, even if you or your children aren’t parishioners 

of the Cathedral, you are very welcome to join us! 
 

Sunday Lights and Café 
Sunday Lights and Café, at which we use interactive and creative forms of 

teaching to help the children learn about the Christian faith (telling Bible sto-

ries, discussion, songs, games, and crafts) resumes on Sunday,  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Services 

The next family service is on 

Sunday 25th October. The key to 

understanding these services is 

thinking about them as ‘family 

time’ (the family of the Church), 

not as time for the children with 

the adults present. It is an all-age 

time - all are welcome to attend 

these services!   

4th October. The children leave during the 11.00am 

service, after the singing of a family hymn, for their 

own activities, and will attend and take part in 

monthly Family Services. Sunday Lights is open to 

anyone in P1-4, and Sunday Café welcomes chil-

dren in P5-Year 8. 
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ACROSS 
1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Ju-
dah; 17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton 
DOWN 
1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 
13 children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 

Answers to Crossword on page 12 

Calling & Culture 

All are welcome to join Rev'd Edwin as together we journey through a wide-

ranging series of discussions in the story of how Christian contemplation has 

both caressed and collided with contemporary culture. Our studies will in-

clude topics like Women in the Bible, the Psalms, Italian church architecture, 

Greek mythical heroes, and the surprising links between Moana and the 

prophet Jonah. Check the Pew News for dates. 
 

Confirmation 

Confirmation classes will begin shortly after Christ-

mas for young people of Year 9 and above. Those 

who expect to be confirmed should regularly attend 

services with their families. Confirmation is about 

taking your place within the life and mission of the 

Church. Application forms for Confirmation are avail-

able in the Parish Office for those who wish to be 

confirmed. Please collect and return them as soon 

as possible. Confirmation will be held on Sunday 

28th February at 11.00am. 
 

Parenting Wellness Group - Meets Saturdays once per month.  

The next meeting will be in the Wellness Centre, Brookeborough on Saturday 

10th October at 2pm. Kim McMahon will lead a 'Children's Reflex Workshop 

for Parents'. For more information and to reserve your place, contact Linda 

Kingston on 07342045474.  
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Parish Organisations 

Photos 
from 
Mother’s 
Union on 
14/09/26 
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Mothers’ Union  

We had our first meeting of the new 26/27 programme on Monday 14th Sep-

tember. We had a good number of ladies in attendance, Bethany Boyd from 

Brookeborough came to speak to us about Music Therapy. Bethany sang 

and played two beautiful pieces and explained how looking back on musical 

memories can help healing and calm the nervous system and what her work 

as a musical therapist involves. It was very insightful and we all thoroughly 

enjoyed the evening. The committee then served a beautiful supper to end 

the evening. We held a short meeting and got our new programme cards for 

Autumn 2026. 

Our next meeting is 12th October when Rev Maureen Deesborough will be 

back with us talking about fashion through the years. 

Parish Organisations 

Each Sunday all three readings from the Revised Com-

mon Lectionary are printed on a Parish Bulletin. The 

Psalm and Collect are also listed. Make sure you get this 

sheet each week (if for some reason you are not out – get 

someone to take one for you). Please keep it and use one 

of the readings or psalm each day throughout the week in 

your private prayers. 

Copies of Our Daily Bread (Bible Reading Notes) are 

available free of charge at the back of the church. Please 

take one and you will find an order form included so that 

you can order them and have them sent directly by post to 

your own home. These will make the reading of the Bible 

easy, enjoyable, interesting and relevant to every day life.  

‘ Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path’ Psalm 119 verse 105 

Bible Reading Notes 

Tuesday Club 
The season commenced with Scarf Art with Lettie Coulter on 29th September. 

The next meeting will be on 27th October with Linda Thompson who will talk to 

us about Scams and how to keep ourselves safe from fraud. We meet at 

2.00pm in the Hilliard room as usual. Transport is available for anyone who 

needs it, just let one of the club organisers know. We look forward to seeing 

you there. 
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Children’s Page 
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Parish People 
Director of Music and Organist - Glenn Moore  
Churchwardens - Kenneth Surphlis and Zelda Palmer 
Glebewardens - George Irvine and Noel Johnston 
Hon Secretary - Stephen Richmond, Deputy Hon Secretary - Sam Morrow 
Hon Treasurer - Hope Kerr, Deputy Hon Treasurer - David Graham   
Select Vestry -  David Clarke, Nathan Clyde, Richard Cochrane, Arnold Graham, 
Audrey Hopkins, Graham Irvine, Ivan Kee, Ann Little, Dwayne Nixon, Jonathan Woods. 
Assistant Hon Secretary - Vanessa Elliott 
Assistant Hon Treasurer - Audrey Williamson 
Lay Reader - Karl Saunders  
Verger - Andrew McCabe    Hall Caretaker - Andrew McCabe 
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October Lessons and Readers 

04 October    The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  

The First Reading - Isaiah 5: 1-7 - Claire Holmes 

The Psalm - Psalm 80: 8-16 

The Second Reading - Philippians 3: 4-14 - William Holmes 

The Gospel Reading - Matthew 21: 33-46 - Adele Moore 
 

11 October    The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

18 October    The Twentieth Sunday after Trinity  

The First Reading - Isaiah 45: 1-7 - Selena Fawcett 

The Psalm - Psalm 96: 1-9 

The Second Reading - 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10 - Gillian Glass 

The Gospel Reading - Matthew 22: 15-22 - Joshua Martin 
 

25 October    The Fifth Sunday before Advent  

Family Service  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TEAM    

October 

04 Sylvia and Trevor Stevenson 

11 Julie and David Nixon 

18 Jeanette and Richard Cochrane 

25 Avril and Ivan Kee 



New members are  

always welcome  

at any of our  

organisations! 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 9.00am - Holy Communion 
11.00am - Holy Communion (first and third Sundays) 
                 Morning Prayer (second and fifth Sundays) 
                 Morning Prayer/Family Service (fourth Sundays) 
11.00am - Sunday School - Begins in church and children leave for classes. 
  On fourth Sundays they remain in church with their families. 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

11.00am - Holy Communion (each Thursday) 
 4.00pm - Messy Church (Thursday once per month as arranged) 
 7.30pm - Lent (each Wednesday)  
 7.30pm - Holy Week (each evening) 

 

PAROCHIAL ORGANISATIONS  
MONDAY 
Beavers - 6.45pm - 8.00pm 
Cubs - 6.45pm - 8.00pm 
Scouts - 7.00pm - 9.00pm 
Confirmation Classes - 6.30pm - 7.30pm (as arranged) 
Select Vestry Meeting - 8.00pm - 9.30pm (first Mondays) 
Mothers’ Union - 7.30pm - 9.30pm (second Mondays) 
 

TUESDAY 
Tuesday Club - 2.00pm - 4.00pm (last Tuesdays) 
Rainbows - 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Brownies - 6.30pm - 7.45pm 
Guides - 6.30pm - 7.45pm 
Rangers - 6.30pm - 7.45pm 
Culture & Calling - 7.30 - 9.00pm (selected weeks) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Bowling Club - 10.30am - 12.00 noon 
Bowling Club - 7.30pm - 10.00pm 
Choir Practice - 7.30pm - 8.30pm 
Bell Ringing Practice - 7.00pm - 8.00pm 
 

THURSDAY 
Messy Church - 4.00pm - 6.00pm (as arranged) 
Supper at Six –6.00pm - 7.30pm (last Thursday, September to March) 
 

SATURDAY 
Parenting Wellness Group (Once per month as arranged)  
KnitWits - 2.00 - 5.00pm (Autumn to Easter) 
 

 
 

 

 


